The use of prostacyclin in the separation from plasma and washing of human platelets.
A new method for the separation from plasma and washing of human platelets is described. The use of prostacyclin (PGI2) throughout the procedure prevents the activation of platelets. The method allows a 60-70% yield of platelets from PRP. The platelet sensitivity to ADP, collagen, adrenaline, arachidonic acid and thrombin is the same as in PRP. The platelet suspension is stable for long periods and the reactivity to aggregating agents remains unchanged for periods greater than 48 h when platelets are stored at 4 degrees C.